Civilian parachute injuries; 10 years on and no lessons learned.
The Maidstone Hospital provides trauma services to one of the largest parachute clubs in the United Kingdom. We studied injuries sustained at the club in 1994 and compared results with equivalent data from 1984. The injury rate for first time jumpers in the current study was 1.2%; half of these cases required admission for an average of 10 d. Individual morbidity and loss of productivity lasted far longer. No lessons had been learned from the first study. We question parachuting as a fund-raising venture and suggest re-evaluating the training of novice parachutists, perhaps with mandatory use of the safer rectangular parachute. At a time when healthcare rationing is an issue, individuals engaging in activities such as these might be required to indemnify themselves against the medical costs of injury currently met by the state.